70 % of all patients with tumours will develop metastases. Up to 40 % of all boney metastases are located in the spinal column, making this the most common location. Primary spinal column tumors are much less common. Metastases in the spinal column can result in changes in the boney structure and to an increasing instability which is not only responsible for the pain but also constitutes an endangerment of the spinal cord and subsequent paralysis. Frequently, these problems cannot be treated or prevented sufficiently by conservative therapy alone. The operative stabilisation of the spinal column with laminectomy is the procedure of choice to reduce severe pain due to instability that cannot be managed conservatively, to counter increasing restriction of the spinal cord by rapid tumour growth or to avoid neurological deficits.
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